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schools are using this money to make 
their buildings more energy efficient 
and, in some cases, move to sustainable 
energy. We need to keep these invest-
ments in energy efficiency and con-
servation going. That is exactly what 
this amendment would do to the tune 
of $10 billion. 

Finally, this amendment would dedi-
cate $25 billion for deficit reduction, 
$10 billion for the block grant program 
to make our country more energy effi-
cient. And the $25 billion for deficit re-
duction at a time of record-breaking 
deficits and debt, we simply cannot 
continue to give oil and gas companies 
huge tax breaks. 

I know it is easy for some of my col-
leagues to come to the floor and talk 
about the deficit, talk about the debt 
we are leaving our kids and grandkids. 
It makes for great rhetoric. But, occa-
sionally, you are going to have to 
stand up if you are serious about the 
debt and deficit and take on some of 
those very powerful special interests 
who are getting huge tax breaks, do 
not need those tax breaks and do not 
deserve those tax breaks. It is more im-
portant to protect our kids and grand-
children here and the deficit than it is 
to give tax breaks to ExxonMobil. 
When it comes down to it, this amend-
ment asks a very simple question: 
Which side are you on? Are you on the 
side of big oil and gas companies, com-
panies that year after year after year 
are making huge profits or are you on 
the side of reducing the deficit, reduc-
ing our dependence on oil, saving con-
sumers and businesses money on their 
energy bills, and saving the planet we 
live on? That is what this amendment 
is about. 

I understand that there will be oppo-
sition to this amendment. I have seen 
it surface already. After all, since 1990, 
the oil and gas industry has made over 
$238 million in campaign contributions. 
And over the past 2 years alone, this 
industry has spent $210 million on lob-
bying, probably half a billion dollars 
since 1990 on campaign contributions 
and lobbying. They have gotten a lot 
for that, I must confess. For that in-
vestment, they have gotten a lot in tax 
breaks and subsidies. But I think now 
is the time, given the oilspill in the 
gulf, because of the threat of global 
warming, in order to clean up our 
country, in order to create jobs and en-
ergy efficiency and sustainable energy, 
we have got to say to big oil: Sorry. No 
more. No more. You are going to have 
to start paying your fair share of taxes 
so we can transform our energy system 
and so we can begin to deal with this 
very serious deficit problem. 

This amendment is the right thing to 
do for deficit reduction. It is the right 
thing to do to transform our energy 
system. It is the right thing to do for 
consumers. I ask my colleagues to vote 
for the amendment. 

I yield the floor and I suggest the ab-
sence of a quorum. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will call the roll. 

The assistant bill clerk proceeded to 
call the roll. 

Mr. SANDERS. I ask unanimous con-
sent that the order for the quorum call 
be rescinded. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

Mr. SANDERS. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that the Senate 
proceed to a period of morning business 
with Senators permitted to speak for 
up to 10 minutes each. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 
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NORTH FORK WATERSHED 
PROTECTION 

Mr. BAUCUS. Mr. President, I rise 
today to speak about one of the things 
that I love most about Montana—the 
North Fork of the Flathead River. Ev-
eryone who experiences the Flathead 
Valley in northwestern Montana is 
awed by its pristine waters, larger than 
life landscapes, and breathtaking 
views. With its headwaters in British 
Columbia, the North Fork of the Flat-
head River forms the western boundary 
of Glacier National Park—it is one of 
the last untouched places on our con-
tinent. 

For decades, the North Fork has been 
threatened by oil and gas and mining 
proposals in British Columbia. For the 
last 35 years, I have battled these pro-
posals, one by one. After 35 years of 
work, we are beginning a new chapter 
of international cooperation in our ef-
forts to protect the North Fork. I am 
very pleased that Conoco Phillips is a 
part of this. 

In February of this year, British Co-
lumbia and Montana announced their 
intent to prevent mining, oil and gas, 
and coalbed methane development in 
the North Fork on the lands they con-
trol. Senator TESTER and I pledged to 
do our part to establish extra protec-
tions south of the border, where 90 per-
cent of the North Fork watershed is al-
ready federally owned. 

So, on March 4, we introduced the 
North Fork Watershed Protection Act, 
S. 3075, which bans future mining, oil 
and gas, and coalbed methane develop-
ment on Federal lands in the water-
shed. The bill enjoys support from busi-
ness and conservation interests alike 
from all over the State, including the 
Kalispell Chamber, Whitefish Mountain 
Resort, the Billings Rod and Gun Club, 
and a long list of others. This breadth 
of support shows the importance of the 
North Fork for Montana’s economy as 
well as our State’s outdoor heritage. 

There are some current leases in the 
area that have been dormant since the 
late 1980s, when a court decision found 
that they were improperly issued. Sen-
ator TESTER and I have been engaged in 
active discussions with the current 
owners to retire these old leases. On 
April 28, I was proud to announce that 
ConocoPhillips, the primary lease-

holder in the North Fork watershed, 
elected to voluntarily relinquish its in-
terest in 108 Federal oil and gas leases 
covering approximately 169,000 acres, 
representing 71 percent of the leased 
area in the North Fork watershed. 

ConocoPhillips should be commended 
for this decision and their stewardship 
of this very unique, special place. Their 
action is further evidence of the con-
sensus that exists between the United 
States and Canada and among busi-
nesses and conservationists, that the 
withdrawal of these Federal lands from 
leasing is the only path forward. 

In 1975, during my first term in the 
House of Representatives, I introduced 
a bill to designate the Flathead River 
as a Wild and Scenic River. It was des-
ignated in 1976. For me, that began a 
lifelong effort to protect the North 
Fork. At that time I said: 

A hundred years from now, and perhaps 
much sooner, those who follow us will survey 
what we have left behind. 

This action brings us one step closer 
to ensuring that that every Montanan, 
every American, and every Canadian 
who follows us will have the oppor-
tunity to share our feeling of awe-
struck wonder that such a place still 
exists, almost untouched by the mod-
ern world. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DONALD C. STONE 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, 

today I wish to recognize Donald C. 
Stone, who is one of the most experi-
enced members on the staff of the Sen-
ate Select Committee on Intelligence 
who has brought unique skills to the 
committee during his tenure. Friday, 
June 11 will mark Don’s last day in 
government. 

After 27 years, Don will be leaving 
the public sector and taking on new 
challenges. He has had an extraor-
dinary career, mostly in the secret 
world of secured offices while he served 
his country well overseeing our Na-
tion’s intelligence agencies. 

Don comes from this area. He grew 
up in Maryland and received a bachelor 
of arts in business administration and 
a master’s in business administration 
from Loyola College in Baltimore. He 
now lives in Falls Church, VA, with his 
wife Dana and their two sons Robert 
and Andrew. 

Don did not waste any time getting 
into the national security world. Right 
out of graduate school he went to work 
at the Central Intelligence Agency 
with the inspector general’s audit staff. 
He worked there for 11 years on very 
sensitive classified projects both here 
and abroad, sometimes under very try-
ing circumstances. While working with 
the CIA inspector general, Don had a 
rotational assignment with the Na-
tional Reconnaissance Office’s inspec-
tor general audit staff from 1993 to 
1995, where he worked to make sure our 
Nation’s spy satellite programs were 
run well and that the tax dollars spent 
in the secret world of spy agencies 
would pass muster if exposed to the 
light of review. 
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